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Jefferson Fire District volunteers recognized at annual banquet
The Jefferson Rural Fire Protection District (JRFPD) presented service awards to several of their firefighters, ambulance personnel, and support team members at the annual awards banquet Saturday, February 27, at the Linn County Fairgrounds.
Many friends and family were present to watch as seven individuals received awards for their dedication and service to the Fire District. Scott Decker received the 2009 Firefighter of the Year award, and Stephanie Nelson was awarded Medical Responder of the Year.
The recipient of the Paramedic of the Year award was Dan Cox and the winner of the EMT Choice award was Aaron Hunt. Officer of the Year went to Nic Clair, Rookie of the Year went to Danny Freitag, and the Support Team Member of the Year was Beatriz Gabler. 
In addition, the District staff, led by Fire Chief Jon Zeilman, presented two special awards to individuals who have gone above and beyond in their service for the past year—Scott Decker and Danny Frietag.

Length of service awards were presented to Kris Williams for five years; to Nic Clair, Kathy Denton, and Ryan Campbell for seven years; and to John O’Neil for 15 years of service to the District. 
Zeilman gave a report on the District’s accomplishments for 2009, which included responding to 817 alarms, with 395 medical transports, and graduating eight new volunteers from firefighter academies. He commended JRFPD volunteers for their hundreds of hours of ongoing training and education, fundraising events, and public service events during 2009, including the Emergency Services Expo and Christmas food baskets, which are a huge benefit to the community.
.
